Fair Play Codes

The concept of Fair Play is universally recognized and fundamental to all sports. Without fairness,
sport loses its significance and purpose, and it can even become a harmful experience for
participants.

Fair Play is more than just a concept—it is a philosophy rooted in respect for others and for the
very institution of sport. It represents a shared understanding among all those involved in sport
about the values and lessons we want to impart to ourselves and our children through
participation.

Fair Play also involves making choices. Whether as players or parents/spectators, we are
constantly faced with decisions that determine what is right and what is wrong. Sport brings us
together in a collective pursuit of human excellence. As children engage in sports, their ability to
make good choices about Fair Play issues grows, along with their capacity to understand what
contributes to a fulfilling and rewarding life in society.

Fair Play Code for Players:

1. | will participate because | want to, not just because my parents or coaches want me to. 2. |
will play by the rules, and in the spirit of the game

3. I will control my temper — fighting and “mouthing off” can spoil the activity for everybody and
can result in disciplinary action

4. | will respect my opponents
5. Il will do my best to be a true team player

6. | will remember that winning isn’t everything; having fun, improving skills, making friends and
doing my best is also important

7. 1 will acknowledge all good plays/ performances — those of my team and of my opponents



8. I will remember that coaches and officials are there to help me. | will accept their decisions
and show them respect

9. | will not discriminate on grounds of race, gender, or sexuality

Fair Play Code for Parents:
1. I will not force my child to participate in sports
2. 1 will remember that my child plays sport for his or her enjoyment, not for mine

3. I will encourage my child to play by the rules and to resolve conflicts without resorting to
hostility or violence

4. | will teach my child that doing one’s best is as important as winning, so that my child will never
feel defeated by the outcome of a game/event

5. 1 will make my child feel like a winner every time by offering praise for competing fairly and
trying hard

6. | will never ridicule or yell at my child for making a mistake or losing a competition

7.1 will remember that children learn best by example. | will applaud good plays/performances
by both my child’s team and their opponents

8. I will never question the officials’ judgment or honesty in public
9. I will support all efforts to remove verbal and physical abuse from children’s sporting activities

10. | will respect and show appreciation for the volunteer coaches who give their time to provide
sport activities for my child

11. | will respect the oppositions players, coaches, and parents
12. I will not coach my child from the sidelines, just support them positively from the sidelines

13. I will not discriminate on grounds of race, gender, or sexuality



