
 
Weather Cancellation Policy 
 
 
 
 

Rain 
 
Soccer is often played in the rain, although we have had rare incidents in the past 

where the rain is torrential to the point that it simply makes it unsafe to play, or 

there is added concern about thunder and lightning. Noting that it is always a 

parent’s right to decide whether it is safe and appropriate for their child to travel 

to the field and/or play, FDSC policy is that any decision to either postpone or 

outright cancel a game MUST be done at the field.   

There have been occasions in the past where coaches have instructed/called 

players to NOT go to the game thinking the weather will be severe enough to 

warrant cancellation, yet by game time the weather is safe to play.  This causes 

problems due to rescheduling an already tight agenda. 

PLEASE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO GET TO THE FIELD REGARDLESS OF THE 

WEATHER.  

 IF NECESSARY, THE REFEREE CAN DELAY THE START OF THE GAME FOR 15 

MINUTES AND ON RARE OCCASIONS JUST CANCEL IT, BUT, THIS MUST BE 

DONE AT THE FIELD.   

Lightning Policy 

FDSC follows the Lightning Policy as set out by the OSA. The policy is as follows: 

For games or practices use the “Flash to Bang” method to monitor lightning for 
evacuation of the playing field to a safer environment. With this method the 
seconds are counted from the time a flash of lightning is seen until a clap of 
thunder is heard. When this number is 30 seconds or less, evacuation of the field 
should get under way. Lightning awareness should begin with the first flash of 
lightning seen or thunder clap heard. 

Large enclosed structures (substantially constructed buildings) tend to be much 
safer than smaller or open structures. If the game is inside a stadium, encourage 
all players and coaches to go to the dressing rooms. If however, such a building 
is not available, fully enclosed vehicles such as cars, trucks, buses, vans, fully 



enclosed farm vehicles, etc. with the windows rolled up provide good shelter 
from lightning. Never stand under trees, in an open field or under an umbrella. 

A game should not be restarted until 30 minutes after the last clap of thunder was 
heard or the last flash of lightning was seen. 

******************** 

A decision to cancel a game due to lightning or other dangerous weather can 
only be made at the field by the referee and coaches. Parents should always use 
their own judgement about travelling to the field during a thunder storm or other 
potentially dangerous weather and should notify their coach accordingly. 

For practices, coaches can decide to cancel due to weather conditions at their 
own discretion.  

Humidex Policy 

When the Humidex reading is expected to be 40 or over at game time, U4 - U10 
games may be cancelled due to concerns for younger players exercising during 
such heat and humidity.  

Such a decision will be made by no later than 5:30 p.m. on the day and 
notifications would be communicated to all coaches and parents via e-mail. 

 Coaches have discretion over cancellation of a practice. 

 City of Hamilton Field Closures 

The FDSC plays games on city owned fields and occasionally throughout the 
season sports fields in the City of Hamilton will be considered “Unplayable” and 
games rescheduled if the following conditions exist: 

 Visual ponding of water on the surface of the field/diamond 
 Water sponging up around your feet when walking on the field/diamond 

The FDSC will communicate the closure of city fields as soon as we receive the 
information via: 

– An email to all members 

– News update here on the main page of the website 

You can also check directly on the status of fields with the City of Hamilton 
by clicking here 

http://www.hamilton.ca/parks-recreation/facility-rentals-permits/sports-fields-rain-out-policy

